JOHN HATCH PARK
AT WISWALL FALLS

John Woodsum Hatch, 1919 - 1998

John Hatch sought to connect Durham
residents to the land and engender a
sense of environmental responsibility. He
accomplished this goal through his roles
as artist, educator, historian, and land
conservationist. His deep appreciation of
our natural landscapes led him to serve
on Durham’s Conservation Commission and later to become a founding
member of the Lamprey River Watershed Association and the Lamprey
River Advisory Committee. His enthusiastic guidance was behind many
conservation projects throughout Durham: Adams Point, Wagon Hill,
Longmarsh, Packers Falls, and here at Wiswall. Above and beyond his
countless hours of community service, John Hatch the artist shared his
love of the land, nature, and history through his many beautiful paintings

of Durham scenes. In appreciation for all of his efforts, this park at
Wiswall Falls is dedicated to John W. Hatch.

John and his wife, Maryanna, worked many years in
Durham’s town government and the Durham Historic
Association. This team’s inspiration and actions
brought many conservation projects to fruition.

“Fall Along the Lamprey” — a watercolor completed by Hatch in 1994 ,depicts the Lamprey Ii.i\‘fler as
it winds its way from its headwaters near Saddleback and the Pawtuckaway mountains, downstream for
45 miles to Durham where it passes over Wiswall Dam and the then beneath the Packers Falls Bridge.
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