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Land slowly rebounds from weight o
ice and rises_aboy;

First Durham water privilege is granted
to Valentine Hill at Oyster River Falls.
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- Valentine Hill is granted water privilege
. of Lamprey River.
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Ongoing cbnﬂicts between Algonquians
and English colonists over resource
access along the Lamprey and Oyster
Rivers result in casualties onboth sides,
"~ including Noah Wiswall. "
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| Mills are developed downstream at
Packers Falls: Abandoned around 1800.
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Durham separates from Dover and is -«
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Significant shipbuilding occurson

o+ | Oyster River where 78 ships are built. i
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¢ Early 1800s
Timber is harvested for building local
houses and businesses and to supply the
shipbuilding industry, resulting in more

“asmore industrial past.

THE POWER OF THE

__ LAMPREY RIVER

“The real New Hampshire is ... a place of mills and factories, of powerful streams

harnessed in the service of industry, of working villages and cities. The hard work and

resourcefulness of New Hampshire people in the mill and factory made our state what 1t 1s.

This same enterprise transformed our society. The bells of our mills taught an agricultural =, =3
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people to work by the clock rather than by the sun.” | .,,_._4'_". P
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This photo, circa 1885, shows the water-
powered sawmill that brothers Issachar and
Moses Wiggin built here in the late 1830s.
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power, mills were.often builtnear rivers also included the land adjacent
’ s T SRR e e e sites so that timber or grai Id be h df '
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In 1831, Issachar and Moses Wiggin inherited land and associated water

s were built throughout New Hampshire,

. - : SR : rights along the Lamprey River in this area. They built a two-story sawmill
1nclud1ng two near this SP ot. I At had visited this to help fill the demand for lumber for local houses and shipbuilding in
site 1n 1870, you would have heard the grind and Durham and Newmarket. By 1834, the brothers had built a wooden crib dam

spanning the river. They also installed two turbines to capture water energy

roar of machiner y housed in larg € bu11d1ng s and more efficiently than traditional water wheels could. In 1836, they added

seen men and women hard at WOI‘k, d SCENeE very a grist mill and leased space in both mills for the manufacture of gingham
cloth, axe handles, nuts and bolts, and sleighs. The sawmill was the largest

different from today’s quiet and wooded park. | , & o
in the area; at one point, the Wiggins had 249 tons of ship timber ready for

Today, little more than granite foundations and delivery. However, shipbuilding declined in the 1840s, and the brothers

retaining walls remain to remind us of a busier, turned to making shingles and barrel staves. It was not enough. After

Issachar died in 1844, Moses struggled financially.
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greatly expanded. » -
. £ g . f E'?,_, s
— -
¢ Late 1800s e = f
= Msi%ne any small mill & —
owners-outof biisiness. . .« .~ o =
i - A A
_ N s —— [ S ——
. 1883 v = Photoby 4 gy
T« -_ L ot ape Wikwah Richard Lord - . e
~ | decides not to rebulié.&“:ﬁ . . . .
- e Above, a turbine at Piscassic Falls in
o Newmarket, NH. It is similar to what was
used at Wiswall. At left, an illustration for a
turbine from the mid-19th century. ~ _ Wooden crib dams were simple to construct and The remains of the previous wooden dam, usually covered
— . & i 2C ive at impounding water, but they had high by water, became visible here in 2009 when the level
" America’s early mills used large water 217 . : )
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wheels to capture the power of flowing 3 Y .
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Treatise relative to the testing of water-wheels and machinery by James Emerson, 1895 |
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In 1853, young Thomas Wiswall, son of an Exeter paper manufacturer,
ol i1, i . decided to start his own paper manufacturing business. He approached Moses
fifties, in a photo taken y, | Wiggin and the pair drew up a lease that gave Wiswall’s company rights to
around 1870, when he ' the river’s water. As part of the deal, Wiggin purchased and moved a 34 by
was a Well-estabh'sgd' v 13 - 1

d barik 80 foot building from Newmarket to the site to house the paper mill and dug

businessman and
director _ ' a mill race lined with granite blocks to divert water flow into the mill. Two

- years later, Mosejjpw'iggin died, leaving S$13,000 in debts. Wiswall bought the

g site and greatly expanded his paper manufacturing company. By 1868 he had
| rebuilt the dam, bi;lilt stock house, and added a boiler house with a steam
engine to supplem:e_nt_the'ﬁ\}e water turbines. By 1870, his company was
producing a ton of'_Wa'l}paper a day with more than S30,000 per year in sales.

Water-Power Runs Its Course

@ﬁdoned in 1930. In the 1980s,/a hydroelectric generating

g ' . A e . . . . .
Mlity was again proposed but rejected. The sﬂe{ today is maintained by the
f ~ Town. ;)f;Duljp?ﬁ as a recreational and historic area. The dam is maintained to
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- create a reservoirfor Dyrliam’s public water supply.
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