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DETERMINING THE FEASIBILITY OF A REGIONAL WALKING TRAIL ALONG THE LAMPREY RIVER
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RESULTS
FU
ND
ING

O ver the c o u rse of the last 20+ years, the Lamprey R iver Ad viso ry
Committee (LR AC) has been tasked  with prom o ting the resto ratio n,
c o nservatio n, and  wise d evelopment and  use of the natu ral
reso u rc es of the Lamprey R iver W atershed . Du ring that time, LR AC
has o rganized  itself into W o rking G ro ups in o rd er to effic iently
ad minister the d ual program s of the Fed eral W ild  and  S c enic
P rogram and  the State Designated  R ivers P rogram. There a re seven
W o rking G ro ups, one of whic h is the R ec reatio n W o rking G ro up.
Members of the R ec reatio n W o rking G ro up a re o utd o o r enthu siasts
with m any years of c o m bined  experienc e in hiking, c amping,
c anoeing/kayaking and  allied  a c tivities.

W ith the Sweet T rail (a fo u r-mile fo otpath lo c ated  in Du rham and
N ewm a rket) enc o mpassing the finest elements of the perfec t
o utd o o r experienc e, the R ec reatio n W o rking G ro up began to ask
whether o r no t it was po ssible to c reate a simila r experienc e alo ng
the sho res of the Lamprey R iver.

DATA DR IVEN  PAG ES

F u nd ing R ec eived :

Due to the river’s Fed eral Designatio n, the N atio nal P a rk Servic e
offers signific ant fund ing oppo rtunities fo r planning and  land
a c quisitio n projec ts. In 2016, the N atio nal Pa rk Servic e c eleb rated  its
100-yea r anniversa ry. As pa rt of their c entennial go als of renewed
steward ship and  engagement, a c om m unity assistanc e program
titled  "A Call to Ac tio n" was instituted , whic h enabled  LR AC to apply
and  rec eive a grant to c om missio n a stu d y that wo uld  investigate
the feasibility of a trail from Epping to N ewm arket.

$6,000

EN
GA
GE
ME
NT

U sing G eographic  Info rm atio n S ystem s (G IS) d ata available thro ugh
the planning c ommissio n, S R PC d igitized  the projec t a rea that
inc lu d ed  a ¼ mile c o rrid o r alo ng the Lamprey R iver from Mary Blair
P a rk in Epping to the N atu re Conservanc y’s Lubberland  Creek
P reserve in N ewm a rket. O verall, this c o rrid o r is 23 miles long that
wo uld  offer serio u s hiking oppo rtunities witho ut the need  to travel
long d istanc es fro m the region.

S R PC’s objec tive was to provid e d ata that wo uld  help both the
LR AC and  lo c al trail a d vo c ates investigate the feasibility of a
walking trail that wo uld  generally follow a path of the river thro ugh
the fo u r W ild  and  S c enic  towns (Epping, Lee, Du rham, and
N ewm a rket).

S R PC staff wo rked  c lo sely with the LR AC to c o o rd inate pro d u c tio n
of suitable base m aps that were m o d eled  after the topographic
m aps published  by the U S G eologic al Servic e; however, they
c o ntain a d d itio nal terrestrial info rm atio n and  d etail available only
from the c om po site G IS d ata m aintained  by the planning
c om missio n.

Straffo rd  R egional Planning Commissio n (S R PC) was c o ntra c ted  by
the LR AC to prepare a series of maps within the pro jec t area. These
m aps were used  d u ring a series of listening sessio ns in eac h of the
fou r W ild  and  S c enic  towns.

After reviewing the maps pro d u c ed  by S R PC, LR AC met with three
of the fou r c o nservatio n c om missio ns in the projec t area to
evaluate the am o unt of interest fo r the plan, and  to d isc u ss any
c o nc erns that the gro ups might have. In general, the c o mmissio ns
were suppo rtive of the plan.

N ext, LR AC met with three land  tru sts who own properties o r
easements in the projec t a rea, inc lu d ing: S o utheast Land  T ru st of N H
(SELT), the N atu re Conservanc y (T N C), and  the F o rest S o c iety
(S P N H F ).

As part of their c o ntinued  effo rt to engage private interests, LR AC
c o nta c ted  representatives of the three riverfro nt c ampgro und s
within the projec t area (all three c ampgro u nd s are loa c ted  in Lee).

Finally, LR AC c o nd u c ted  listening sessio ns in eac h of the fo u r to wns
within the stu d y area to d etermine the preferred  lo c atio n fo r the
footpath. The d ates of those meetings are as follows:

September 16, 2015 – Durham P olic e Station
September 17, 2015 – Lee Public  S afety Complex
September 21, 2015 – N ewmarket Town H all
September 22, 2015 – Epping Town H all

At the end  of this projec t, the d eliverable was a final repo rt. This
repo rt inc lu d ed  all base m aps with trail ro uting preferenc es
d eveloped  by the ad vo c a c y gro ups and  a sho rt letter-type
na rrative that summ a rized  the projec t.

W ithin the repo rt there was a d etailed  na rrative d esc ribing the
preferred  lo c atio n fo r the fo otpath on a segment-by-segment basis.
It sho uld  be no ted  that this is a c o nc eptu al layo ut and  m any of the
property owners have not been c o nta c ted  o r agreed  to partic ipate
in c ertain lo c atio ns. Also, no o n-the-gro und  evaluatio ns have yet
been c o nd u c ted  o n the enviro nmental fa c to rs that wo uld  be
affec ted  by su c h lo c atio ns.

The c o nc ept of the Lamprey R iver F o o tpath is a very aggressive
plan, and  no t something that will be a c c omplished  overnight.
Co nsensu s fo r the plan will have to be built tho ugh the public
pa rtic ipatio n pro c ess o n a town-by-town basis.
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P repa red  by the Strafford Regional Planning Commission
150 W akefield  St. S uite 12 R o c hester, N H  03867
T:  (603) 994-3500  E:  srpc @straffo r d .o rg

Date: 3/2/2016 Autho r: KP/MS

Path: G :\R equests\N o nm em ber\LR W A\LampreyR iver_F o otpath\LS _P o ster\LS _P o ster.m xd  

Data S o u rc es:
Base featu res a re fro m U S G S  1:24,000 sc ale Digital Line G raphs, as a rc hived  in the G R AN IT d ataba se. Digital d ata in N H  G R AN IT
represent the effo rts of the c o ntrib u ting agenc ies to rec o rd  info rm ation fro m the c ited  so u rc e materials. Co m plex System s R esea rc h
Center (CS R C), und er c o ntra c t to the O ffic e of Energy & Planning (O EP), and  in c o nsultation with c o o perating agenc ies, m aintains a
c o ntinuing pro gram  to id entify and  c o rrec t er ro rs in these d ata.

N either O EP no r CS R C make any c laim as to the valid ity o r reliability o r to any im plied  u ses of these d ata.

Digital tax pa r c els taken from  S R P C d ataba se. Data sho uld  be u sed  fo rplanning purposes o nly. Data was d erived  from  va rio u s
so u rc es and  wereupd ated  at d ifferent timeframes, with va rying levels of a c c u ra c y. Street nam es a re maintained  internally by S R PC
staff. Please notify S R PC ofany m issing o r ina c c u r a te street nam es.

R ES O U R CE LAYER S

Using Data Driven Pages:
This projec t was a prime c and id ate fo r the use of the ES R I Arc G IS to ol
known as Data Driven P ages. First released  with Arc G IS 10.0, Data Driven
Pages allows a u ser to autom ate the generatio n of a m ulti-page map
series from a single map d o c ument.

How Data Driven Pages Work:
Data Driven P ageswo rk from what is known as an ind ex layer. The ind ex
layer fo r this projec t is shown in the "R eferenc e Extent Map". The ind ex layer
that is c reated  d efines the extent of eac h page within the map series by
c reating a polygo n. Data Driven P ages then uses the ind ex layer to "d rive"
the c reatio n of the pages in the m ap series. U se of this featu re allows fo r
the m ap layo ut and  sym bology to be preserved  seamlessly from m ap-to-
map. F o r this projec t the ind ex layer that was d eveloped  was a simple
rec tangula r grid , however other va riatio ns c an inc lu d e extents of linea r
featu res as pa rt of a strip map, o r irregularly shaped  polygo n featu res.

S R PC and  the LR AC utilized  a num ber of d atasets to evaluate the
feasibility of a fo otpath alo ng the Lamprey R iver. Datasets were id entified
as either c o nstraints o n where the path c o uld  N O T easily be planned  O R
as key a reas of ac c ess and  integratio n with other existing reso u rc es. Tho se
d atasets inc lu d ed :

Key Integration Elements:
Existing Trail Networks: Existing trail netwo rks, mapped  by S R PC and
c o mm unity volu nteers were id entified  as integratio n a reas in effo rt to link
regio nal trail system s.

Public Transit Routes and Stops: W ild c at and  CO AS T Bu s R o u te stops
represent an oppo rtunity to prom ote the use of alternative transpo rtatio n
to a c c ess natu ral reso u rc es and  trail netwo rks.

Conservation Lands: Land  c u rrently in c onservatio n with public  a c c ess
permitted  were prio ritized  as c o nnec tio ns.

Parking Lots: P a rking a reas were m apped  in effo rt to c onnec t the
propo sed  walking trail with existing vehic ula r infrastru c tu re and  a c c ess

Key Constraint Elements:
Steep Slopes: Areas ind ic ated  as having steep slopes ac c o rd ing to U S G S
d erived  10-foo t c o nto u rs were avoid ed  where po ssible.

Railroads: R ail line c ro ssings, d ue to the natu re of their c om plexity, were
avoid ed .

Conservation Focus Areas: Id entified  as pa rt of the 2007 Land
Co nservatio n Plan fo r N H ’s Coastal W atershed s, Conservatio n F o c u s Areas
were avoid ed  as they c an c o ntain sensitive habitats and  large tra c ts of
unfragmented  land s.

Wetlands: W etland s id entified  by the N atio nal W etland s Invento ry were
avoid ed  d ue to habitat sensitivity.

Existing Water Bodies and Features: N atio nal H yd rography Dataset,
stream s, b ro o ks, lakes, and  pond s were avoid ed  where possible.

Roads: Cro ssing of transpo rtatio n infrastru c tu re was minimized  where
po ssible.

Pictured From Left to Right: Dic k Lo rd  (LR AC Durham R ep), P reston Sam uel (LR AC Lee R ep), Kevin Martin (LR AC
F o rmer Chairm an), Jake P oirier (U N H  U nd ergra d u ate S tu d ent)
Photo Credit: Dic k Lo rd
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